





Hindrances to Prayer

Ever prayed and felt it wasn't working? The Bible is clear
on some things that will hinder your prayers from being
answered. Maybe it is time to do some soul-searching
and see if any of the following is a problem in your life:

1. Not fellowshipping with God. Fellowship means to
have a partnership, or to spend time with. Why would
God answer the prayers of someone who never speaks
to Him?

2. Not praying in Jesus’ Name. Jesus instructed His
disciples on how to pray. He said to pray in the name
of Jesus.

3.  Not asking or asking with the wrong motives. If you
don't ask, your prayer won't be answered for sure. Don't
pray selfishly, God wants more than your grocery list. Ye
ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss.

4. Not asking according to God's will. God's will is
learned by reading His Word. God will not answer a
prayer that is against His will.

5.  Not having God's Word in you. John 15:7 - If you
abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask what
you desire and it shall be done for you.

6. Doubt & unbelief. James 1:5-8 tells you to ask God in
faith without doubting for your request to be fulfilled.

7. Giving up. Luke 18:1 tells us to pray and faint not.

8. Not being in agreement. Matthew 18:9 - if any two of
you agree, it will be done.

9. Unforgiveness. For if you forgive men their tres-
passes, your father will forgive yours.

10. Unconfessed Sin. Psalm 66:18 If | regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear me.
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let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. - Hegrews 12:1 miv

Student Ministry Events
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The “En” Thing:
Tuesday March Sth & 23rd at 7:3CPM

See Randy or Tristin for detalils.

EnThing Bake Sale
Sunday March 7th

Following the service.

Stop by to pur-
chase our tasty
treats! All monies
will go towards

Youth Convention.

FAC'’s Got Talent
Saturday March 13th
at 5:00PM
In the Fellowship Hall

Be preparing for your best talent...
singing, acting, playing an

instrument, comedian, etc.

If you would like to participate see
Sis. Brenda Cross.
it will be $1 per act you perform.
It's going to be a great time of fun!
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The Youth will be selling food this night as a
fundraiser for Youth Convention.
This event is sponsored by C.N.O. ministry.
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Who's Influencing Your Identity?
By Renee Lobaugh

I was reading a book that was given to me, "Trying to
Measure Up”, and a paragraph leaped off the page. The
prior paragraph was talking about how people emotionally
injured are dead inside, and are always struggling to live
freely. Well that sounded right to me, but the next para-
graph was about Christians who aren't living freely, but are
still living as they are dead inside.

Dead Christians? | thought we were freed when we re-
ceived His salvation and became a new creature? That's
the way it's suppose to work, but as | started thinking
about what the book said, there are many saved people
still living in bondage; dead.

The following is an excerpt from the book:

Conning Those With Life

However, those who lack life are not the only ones to who
Satan fies. He cons those who are alive in Christ foo.
Revelation 12:10 calls Satan ‘the accuser of our breth-
ren...who accuses them day and night before our God."
He uses people, circumstances and memories to condemn
us and to obscure the new identity we have as Christians;
fo deny the completeness of God's work, and to under-
mine the completely refiable quality of God's fove.

The end result is a Christian who is alive, but who has a
blinded mind, an oversized view of the problem, an under-
sized view of God's solution, and an incorrect view of him-
seff-and the wrong goals. The primary goal of those of us
who have been given free life is simply to be as alive as
we truly are, and to tell those who lack fife where fo find i.
But Satan has countless Christians living their whole lives
trying to eamn, with their own behavior, what was afready
purchased for them by the blood of Jesus: life, value and
God'’s approval. This is the wrong battle.

Titus 3:5

SNot by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 8Which he
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

The Bible clearly states that we can't earn our way to
heaven, However, many of us try to work our way into
heaven, Yes, doing the work of the Lord is important, but
we have to do it with the right frame of mind, and not allow
it to replace our relationship with Him. The devil would
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love for us to be so husy working that we don't pray, and
don’t read our Bible, and we lose the joy of our salvation.
Busy trying fo be good.

Some questions to ask yourself, "Am | teaching Sunday
School because | will earn points in God's eyes, or the
Pastor's eyes?”, "Am | being nice to my neighbor because
| used to be such a bad person and | need to prove I'm
good now?”, "Will | ever be able to accomplish all the ex-
pectations that people have of me?”

If the questions above sound familiar to your thinking, then
you are not living in complete freedom. The devil has sto-
len your identity in Christ. Our work for Him shouldn't be
to better us, but to better other's opinion of God, and share
His love,

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: oid
things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.

When we repented, were baptized in Jesus name, and
received the Holy Ghost, we became a new man, a new
creature, we became His very own. Anything in our past is
gone; we have anew start in life. We don't have to eam or
pay God back for this Salvation, it's is free! He loves us
more than we can imagine and wants a relationship with
us.

So whenever you have a thought about your past that
haunts you, or you feel you have to do something to eam
your salvation, put the devil in his place. Tell him you are
free in Christ, nothing you have done or will do will change
this. You are a child of the King!

On the next page | have included some scriptures 1 found
that will help us see our identity in Him.

"Trying to Measure Up”, by Jeffrey VanVonderen

Four Dimensions of Prayer

We just completed 6 weeks of prayer teaching and fasting.
Its been a great time of learning and experiencing the vari-
ous dimensions of prayer; praying with my understanding,
praying with my spirit, praying with the Holy Ghost, and the
Spirit praying through you. We have some copies available
in the book store of Bro. Tony Bailey's book that was used as
a reference for the teaching. The books are $12 each. See
Mitch Wellman if you would like to purchase a copy.
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Who am I?

I am accepted...

John 1:12 1 am God’s child.

John 15:15  1am Christ’s fricnd.

Rom 5:1 1 have been justificd.

1Cor6:17  1am united with the Lord, and 1 am one spirit with
Him.

1 Cor 6:19-20 | have been bought with a price. 1 belong to Him,

1 Cor 12:27 1am a member of Christ’s body.

Eph 1:1 Fam a saint.

Eph 1:5 1 have been adopted as God's child.

Eph 2:18 1 have direct access {o God through the Holy Spint.

Col 1:14 1 have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins.

Col 2:10 1 am complete in Christ.

I am secure...

Rom. 8:1-2  Tam firee forever from condemnation.

Rom. 8:28 1 am assured that all things work tegether for good.

Rom. 8:31-34 1am free from any condenming charges against me.

Rom. 8:35-39 1 cannot! be separated from the love of God.

2 Cor 1:21-22 1 have been established, anointed, and seated by
God.

Col 3:3 1 am hidden with Christ in God.

Phil 1:6 I am confident that the good work God has begun in
me will be completed.

Phil 3:20 1am a citizen of heaven.

2Tim1:7 1 have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power,
love, and a sound mind.

Heb 4:16 { can find grace and merey in time of need.

1 John 5:18 1 am born of God, and the evil one cannot touch me.

I am significant...

Matt. 5:13-14 1am the sait and light of the earth.

John 15:1,5  1am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life.

John 15:16 1 have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit.

Acts. 1:8 1 am 2 peesonal witness of Christ’s.

1Cor3:16  lam God’s temple.

2 Cor 5:17-21 | am a nminister of reconciliation for God.

2Cor 621 1 am God’s co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9).

Eph. 2:6 ¥ am seated with Christ in the heavenly reaim.

Eph 2:10 I am God’s workmanship.

Eph 3:12 I may approach God with freedom and confidence.

Phil 4:13 1 can do all things through Christ who stienpthens
me.

The more you embrace who you are in Christ, the more
your behavior will begin to reflect your true identity!

Sister Talk
Tuesday March 16th

at 7:00 PM at
The Edge Coffee House

On Main Street in Crete

L

| * February’s focus is on relate.
" See Sis. Cox for more details.

girlfriendsunlimited.com/facofsteger

Connection

Purpose Prayer
Tuesday March 2nd

at 7:00 PM
"" Here at the Church.

"God shapes the world by prayer. The more pray-
ing there is in the world the better the world will
be, the mightier the forces against evil.”

E.M. Bounds

Summons to Sacrifice

International Prayer Conference
This is a powerful prayer conference
that you will not want to miss!

6/10/2010 - 6/12/2010

Location: Airport Renaissance Hotel, St. Louis,
Mo.

Room rate: $87
Phone: 800-468-3571

Register at:

https://wec.upci.orgiregistration/3/ERv3_Event.asp?EVEN
T=WNSS10

We would strongly suggest that you register
early to reserve your place at the conference.
(Discounts also available for early registration.)

$60/adult
$95/couple
$30/children (5-12)
$120/family

Full program for children and adults.
Prayer Leader Workshop - 2:00pm Thursday, June 10th

Please see Janet Streck if you are interested in
going to this conference. We have already re-
served a few rooms at the special room rate of
$87. We also hope to car pool together and
share the expense of the gas.
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FIRST APOSTOLIC
CHURCH OF STEGER

22709 State Street
P.O. Box 356
Steger, IL 60475

Phene: 708-758.7536
Fax: 708.758.7230
Email; fac22709@juno.com

ewiae stegerapostolic, org

Senior Pastors

Jason & Alyssa Cox

Assistants To The Pastor
Paul & Karen Fox

Christian Education Ministry
Jodi Atwocd

Church Finances
Renee Lobaugh

Discipleship Ministry
Chris & Cynthia Feuerstein

Home Bible Studies Ministry
Mitchell Wellman

Men's Ministry
Ministry Assistant
Mitchell Wellman

Prayer Ministry
Janet Streck

Promotions Ministry
Renee Lobaugh

Safe Harbor
Shirley Menias

Women's Ministry
Alyssa Cox, Team Leader

Waship Ministry
Alyssa Cox

Youth Ministry
Randy & Tristin Wellman
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Purpose

Prayer
7 8 9 10 Il i2 13
Youth EnThing FAC's Got
Bake Sale Talent
14 15 6 17 18 19 20
Daylight Sister Talk JOY Potluck
Savings
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Enthing
28 29 30 31l
Friends Day Youth

Convention

Sunday
10:30 AM
Christian Education for all ages
Worship Celebration
Lhursday
7:00 PM
Deeper Life Bible Study

Christian Scouts, ages 5—11




